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Program 


Combined Choirs 


Kasar mie la gaji 

Alberto Grau 
(b. 1937) 


Men’s Chorus 

Dr. Mark Ramsay, conductor 
Valeska Cabrera, assistant conductor 
Kevin Stolz, collaborative pianist 

Rodrigo Martinez anonymous (ca. 1500) 

arr. Drew Collins 


Rise Up, My Love, My Fair One 

James McCray 
(b. 1938) 

Vincenzo Volpe, flute 


Muusika 

Part Uusberg 
(b. 1986) 

You Fiave Made Me, Earth 

Matthew Emery* 
(b. 1991) 

Valeska Cabrera, conductor 


Ngana 

Stephen Leek 
(b. 1959) 


Combined Choirs 


grandmother moon 

Eleanor Daley* 
(b. 1955) 


Women’s Chorus 

Dr. Elaine Choi, conductor 
Kevin Stolz, collaborative pianist 


Choral Hymns from the Rig Veda 

i. Hymn to the Dawn 

ii. Hymn to the Water 

Justine Azar, harp 

I will be Earth 

Ta Suo Xing A 


Maria Deng, soloist 


Las Amarillas 


Take Me to the Water 


* denotes Canadian composer 
A denotes North American premiere 


Gustav Holst 
(1874-1934) 


Gwyneth Walker 
(b. 1947) 

Xingzimin Pan 
(b. 1986) 


Stephen Hatfield* 
(b. 1956) 

Rollo Dilworth 
(b. 1970) 


Please note that photography and recording are strictly prohibited 
during the performance. Kindly turn off all electronic devices 
as a courtesy to the performers and your fellow patrons. 


Program Notes 

Welcome to Choirs in Concert: Earth Tones. This afternoon’s 
program is designed to celebrate Earth, following the observation 
of Earth Hour last night. The music not only represents a wide 
variety of styles but also numerous languages. Composers hail 
from various countries including Australia, Canada, China, England, 
Estonia, Spain, United States of America, and Venezuela. 

Kasar mie la gaji was composed for an international mobilization to 
save the Earth and a conscientious effort regarding the problems of 
the environment. The text translates as “The earth is tired”, originally 
spoken by the inhabitants of the African Sahel. (Note by composer.) 

Alberto Grau is a composer, director, and teacher specializing in 
contemporary Venezuelan music. In Kasar mie la gaji, Grau uses 
more than eight rhythmic variations on the same melodic motif to 
depict different reactions to “the Earth is tired”. The beginning uses 
slow elongated melodic lines, filled with heaviness and exhaustion. 
The ending is filled with excitement and energy as the choir comes 
together to bring awareness to the Earth. 

Rodrigo Martinez is a silly Spanish song from the Renaissance 
era. It describes a young man who whistles to his geese because 
he thinks they are cows. It is believed that at the time “Rodrigo 
Martinez” would have been used as a general term to describe a 
stubborn person. The original composer of this dance-like song 
is unknown, however this three-part arrangement for tenor-bass 
voices has been prepared by Drew Collins. 

Rise Up, My Love, My Fair One was written by American 
composer James McCray who is Professor Emeritus of Music at 
Colorado State University and the Director of Music at the First 
United Methodist Church of Fort Collins, Colorado. The use of both 
compound meter and mixed meter help to establish the light dance¬ 
like style throughout. The addition of the flute compliments the 
melodic lines in the vocal parts. 

Muusika, written by Estonian composer Part Uusberg, is a short, 
homophonic a cappella work. The text explores the mystery and 


wonder of music and its connections with different elements of the 
Earth. Melodic lines frequently begin on a unison pitch and gradually 
expand step-wise to more dissonant and complex harmonies. 

You Have Made Me, Earth was commissioned by the ORIANA 
Women’s Choir of Toronto. Composer Matthew Emery explains, 

“You Have Made Me, Earth features long melodic lines which 
weave and soar, mingle and intertwine, representing life’s flowing 
pulse.” Matthew is the recipient of the ACDA Raymond W. Brock 
prize (USA) and the ACCC Diane Loomer award for Choral Writing 
(Canada), among many other awards from across North America. 

He is currently completing his DMA in composition at U of T. 

Australian composer and conductor Stephen Leek wrote Ngana in 
1994. The text itself only contains four words (ngana, mangana, lina, 
and yah) but the challenge of the work comes from the rhythmic 
complexity. Different sections of the work showcase rhythmic unison 
lines, tight canons, syncopations, and shifting meters. The opening 
of the piece presents the main theme in unison. The final section of 
the work uses all three themes in an overlapping canon. 

grandmother moon was composed by celebrated Toronto 
composer, Eleanor Daley for mixed SATB voices. Frequent divisi 
in the voice parts creates a thick harmonic texture throughout. 

The text is by Mi’kmaq poet Mary Louise Martin and describes the 
beauty and wonder of a full moon on a clear night. When asked 
about the poetry, Daley explained, “The words are so evocative 
- when I first heard them, I was utterly smitten, and knew that I 
needed to set them to music at some point!” 

I will be Earth is one of the six pieces in Songs for Women’s 
Voices, musical settings by Gwyneth Walker and poems by May 
Swenson. These six poems address a variety of topics - from 
feminism to God to romance to death - yet they speak with one 
voice, one style, and one life-affirming philosophy. The musical 
settings are intended to present the poem in a simple and 
straightforward manner which seeks to portray the beauty, humour, 
and passion of the words. (Note by composer.) 


Composed by Chinese composer Dr. Xingzimin Pan, Ta Suo Xing 
is an original composition written for a cappella three-part treble 
voices. The lyrics generally depict a typical canal town in China, 
south of the Yangtze River. It is springtime and everything seems 
vivid, delightful, and warm. The audience is presented a positive 
atmosphere of rebirth and renewal, evident in “he liu zhi xin shan” 
(willows at the river bank put on new clothes), “yu shui guo, jing zhe 
lai” (after the rain comes Jing Zhe, which is a traditional Chinese 
solar term which implies the awakening of hibernating insects 
by thunderstorm, and spring’s arrival), and children’s waking up 
and getting ready for school. A number of local elements were 
also added to show the gentle and lively nature of the town. For 
instance, in “cang lang xing, yuan yang xing”, “cang lang” and “yuan 
yang” are based on the famous scenic spot Canglang Pavilion in 
Suzhou, China, and the yuan yang birds (mandarin ducks) splashing 
water in the pavilion, respectively. 

The flow of Ta Suo Xing experiments with integrating the styles of 
Chinese traditional music, regional music from south of the Yangtze 
River, and contemporary music. (Note by Tina Meng.) 

In the early 20th century, inspired by his theosophist stepmother, 
British composer Gustav Holst developed an immense interest in 
religious literature and poetry of India. Choral Hymns of the Rig 
Veda is a set of over 1000 hymns, singing praises to higher beings 
such as Agni, Vena, Indra and so on. These hymns include praises, 
blessings, sacrifices, and curses. Translated from Sanskrit to English 
by Holst himself, he has set 14 Rig Veda hymns into four groups 
of choral hymns. Hymn to the Dawn and Hymn to the Water 
are two of the movements from the third group. Written in 1910, 
this four-piece set is composed for women’s chorus with harp 
accompaniment. All four hymns praise and depict the mystery and 
awe of what this universe has to offer. 

Las Amarillas is in the southern Mexican style of the huapango. 

One of the distinguishing characteristics of the style is the ‘floating 
down beat’, which can be felt most clearly in the lower voices. The 
central paradox of performing a huapango is that the rhythms must 
be very incisive and exact yet that precision must be combined with 


the devil-may-care festive attitude. [Note by composer.) 

American composer, conductor, and music educator Rollo Dilworth 
is known for his choral arrangements of African-American spirituals. 
His compositional style is largely influenced by gospel and spiritual 
composers Robert Ray and Moses Hogan. In Take me to the 
Water, the traditional spirituals “Down by the Riverside” and “Wade 
in the Water” are joined with an original melody by Dilworth to create 
a seamless and enthusiastic medley. 

Program Notes by Dr. Choi and Dr. Ramsay. 

Biographies 

Dr. Elaine Choi contributes to Toronto’s vibrant choral community 
as a conductor, educator, adjudicator, and collaborative pianist. 

She is the Director of Music at Timothy Eaton Memorial Church, 
President of Choirs Ontario, and the conductor of the University 
of Toronto Women’s Chorus. Elaine holds a BMusEd, MMus and 
DMA in choral conducting from the U of T where she studied with 
Dr. Doreen Rao and Dr. Hilary Apfelstadt. She was a recipient of 
the Elmer Iseler Fellowship in Choral Conducting and is the 2018 
recipient of the William and Waters graduation award from the 
University of Toronto. Elaine has recently founded Babel, an SATB 
chamber ensemble with a mission to bridge cultures with choral 
music by promoting works by Canadian and Chinese composers. 

Dr. Mark Ramsay is the artistic director of the Exultate Chamber 
Singers as well as the conductor of the University of Toronto Men’s 
Chorus, the U of T Scarborough Concert Choir, and the MNjcc 
Community Choir. In addition to his conducting work, he is an 
adjunct professor at the U of T Faculty of Music where he teaches 
graduate choral conducting lessons, an undergraduate course in 
choral music education, and works as an administrator for the 
choral area. He holds a DMA degree in choral conducting from 
U of T where he was a student of Dr. Hilary Apfelstadt. He was a 
recipient of an Elmer Iseler National Graduate Fellowship in Choral 
Conducting, and multiple U of T Fellowships and an Ontario 
Graduate Scholarship. 


Valeska Cabrera is a choral conductor who holds a doctorate 
degree in musicology. She is from Chile where she conducted the 
Alonso de Ercilla School Choir and founded the Camerata Vocal 
de Melipilla (2006). In Spain, Valeska conducted several choral 
ensembles including the San Jose de Calasanz School Choir, 

Melos, and A Tempo! From 2011 to 2014, she collaborated as 
an assistant conductor with the University of Salamanca Choir. 
Thanks to a full scholarship from the Chilean government, Valeska 
is currently enrolled in the Master’s program in choral conducting 
at the University of Toronto, where she performed as assistant 
conductor of the Women’s Chamber Choir, and currently performs 
as assistant conductor of the Men’s Chorus. 

Kevin Stolz is a pianist based in Toronto. Hailing from the 
mountains of upstate New York, he completed undergraduate 
studies in jazz and contemporary music at Humber College in 
Toronto, receiving his Bachelor of Music in 2014. After graduation, 
Kevin was active in the contemporary scene, performing with alt- 
pop band Andi on CBC TV and venues throughout Ontario and 
Quebec. He also produced the acclaimed jazz big band album The 
Twilight Fall by Chelsea McBride’s Socialist Night School. Kevin has 
now returned to his original passion of classical performance, and 
he is privileged to study with Steven Philcox in the Master’s program 
in collaborative piano at the University of Toronto. 
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collaborative pianist 
Teresa Lin and Emma 
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Dr. Mark Ramsay, 
conductor 
Valeska Cabrera, 
assistant conductor 
Kevin Stolz, 
collaborative pianist 
Qattani Legroulx, 
choir manager 
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Joey Labute 
Jeong Wu Lee 
Nathan Richards 
Ivan Tapel 
Jacob Thomas 
Kevin Yue 

Baritone 

Michael Brennan 
Gabriel Cordova 
Michael Denomme 
Crescenzo DiCecco 
Thomas Dobrovich 
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Lum Tong 
John Krutschke 
Kevin Lau 
Hinners Leung 
Arthur Li 
Gordon Mok 
Brent Nuevo 
Oliver Peart 
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Stephen Shi 
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Ben Yeo 
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Upcoming Performances 

Contemporary Music Ensembles 

Tue Apr 2 at 7:30 pm 
Walter Hall, 80 Queen’s Park | Free 

Guitar Orchestra 

Thu Apr 4 at 7:30 pm 
Walter Hall, 80 Queen’s Park | Free 

Felix Galimir Chamber Music Award Concert 

Fri Apr 5 at 11 am 

Walter Hall, 80 Queen’s Park | PWYC 

Wind Ensemble: Trains and/of/or Thought 

Gillian MacKay, conductor 
Fri Apr 5 at 7:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre, 80 Queen’s Park 
$30, $20 senior, $10 student 

World Music Ensembles 

Sat Apr 6 at 2:30 pm 
Walter Hall, 80 Queen’s Park | Free 

U of T Symphony Orchestra 

Uri Mayer, conductor with Yao Lu, saxophone 
Sat Apr 6 at 7:30 pm 
MacMillan Theatre, 80 Queen’s Park 
$30, $20 senior, $10 student 


Tickets and information: 

music.utoronto.ca | 416-408-0208 
U of T students with a valid TCard admitted free 
to ticketed events, space permitting. 



Make a Gift 
for the 

Future of Music 

A gift in your will empowers you to play a significant role in the future. 
Bequests and other kinds of planned gifts (such as gifts of life insurance 
or proceeds of RRIFs) are a driving force in supporting music students in 
financial need. 



The link between the past, present and future, planned gifts are the 
foundation for the ongoing growth and success of the Faculty of Music. 
With your thoughtful planning today, you can have an impact on the future 
of music and education in a deeply meaningful way. 

For more information please contact Bruce Blandford, Director of 
Advancement: 416-946-3145 or bruce.blandford@utoronto.ca 


Kings College Circle Heritage Society 

We are grateful for those alumni and friends of the Faculty of Music 
who have made a provision for the Faculty through a future bequest or 
beneficiary of a life insurance or registered retirement fund. 
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Thank you for your support! 


The Faculty of Music gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of those 
who gave annual gifts of $1,000 or 
more between September 1,2017 
and March 1,2019, in support of 
our students and programs. Thank 
you for the part you are playing 
in advancing the cause of music 
education in Canada. 
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Texts and Translations 


Kasar mie la gaji 

The Earth is tired 

Rodrigo Martinez 

Cancionero musical de Palacio 


Rodrigo Martinez - 
a las ansares, jahe! 
pensando que eran vacas, 
silbabalas, jahe! 

Rodrigo Martinez 
at the wild geese, he!, 
thinking they were cows, 
he whistled at them, he! 

Rodrigo Martinez, 
atan garrido, 

Rodrigo Martinez, 
atan garrido, 
los tus ansarinos 
llevalos el rio, jahe! 

Pensando que eran vacas, 
silbabalas, jahe! 

Rodrigo Martinez 
so handsome, 

Rodrigo Martinez 
so handsome, 
your little geese 
the river carries away, he!, 
thinking they were cows 
he whistled at them, he! 

Rodrigo Martinez, 
atan logano, 

Rodrigo Martinez, 
atan logano, 
los tus ansarinos 
llevalos el vado, jahe! 

Pensando que eran vacas, 
silbabalas, jahe! 

Rodrigo Martinez 
so strong, 

Rodrigo Martinez 

so strong, 

your little geese 

the ford carries away, he!, 

thinking they were cows, 

he whistled at them, he! 


Rise up, my love, my fair one 

Song of Solomon 2:10-12 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

For lo! The winter is past, and the rain is over and gone. 

The flowers appear on the earth, the time for the singing of birds is come, 
And the voice of the turtle is heard in the land. 

I am my beloved’s and she is mine. 



Muusika 

Juhan Liiv 


Kuskil peab alguskokkukola olema, 
kuskil suures looduses, varjul. 

On tema vagevas laotuses, 

taheringide kauguses, 

on tema paikese sara sees, 

lillekeses, metsakohinas, 

emakone sudamemuusikas 

voi silmavees - 

kuskil peab surematus olema, 

kuskil alguskokkukola leitama: 

kust oleks muidu inimese rinda 

saanud ta - 

muusika? 


Earth-song (You Have Made Me, Earth) 

Frederick Shea Jesson 

Earth, you have made me 
Of smoke and the flying 
Of strong-winged birds. 

And the freedom of wind, 

With the freedom of waves, 

Has entered into my being. 

From dust of a moth-wing 
You have made me, Earth. 


grandmother moon 

Mary Louise Martin 

she looks into and beyond my soul 
the lacy cedar boughs creating her shadows 
cedar ones weave design of midnight canvas 
she looks into and beyond my soul 
she a powerful sacred hoop of full light 
simplicity against the ebony blues and blacks 
of night sky land and crystal star people 
she looks into and beyond my soul 
her round face of translucent beauty and light 

quiet powers speak out in her name. 

We’lalin (Thank you, I do well by you) 


Somewhere the original harmony must exist, 
hidden somewhere in the vast wilds. 

In Earth’s mighty firmament, 

in the far reaches of swirling galaxies, 

in sunshine, 

in a little flower, in the song of a forest, 
in the music of a mother’s voice, 
or in teardrops - 

somewhere, immortality endures, 
and the original harmony will be found. 

How else could it have formed 

in human hearts - 

music? 


Ngana 

Ngana 

Lina 

Mangana 

Yah 


shark 

water 

fish 

welcome greeting 



Hymn to the Dawn 

Sanskrit hymn, translation by Gustav Holst 

Hear our hymn O Goddess, 

Rich in wealth and wisdom, 

Ever young yet ancient, 

True to Law Eternal. 

Wak’ner of the songbirds, 

Ensign of the Eternal, 

Draw thou near, O Fair One 
In thy radiant Chariot. 

Bring to her your off ring; 

Humbly bow before her: 

Raise your songs of welcome 
As she comes in splendour. 


I will be Earth 

May Swenson 

I will be earth, you be the flower. 

You have found my root, you are the rain. 

I will be boat, and you the rower. 

You rock me and toss me, you are the sea. 

How be steady earth that is now a flood. 

The root is the oar afloat where has blown our bud. 
We will be desert, pure salt the seed. 

Burn radiant love, born scorpion need. 


mwn 

Yang Chen, translation by Natalie Wong 


Hymn to the Water 

Sanskrit hymn, translation by Gustav Holst 

Flowing from the firmament forth to the ocean, 
Healing all in earth and air, never halting. 
Indra, Lord of Heaven formed their courses, 
Indra’s mighty laws can never be broken. 
Cleansing waters flow ye on, hasten and help 
us. 

Lo, in the waters, dwelleth One, 

Knower of all on earth and sea, 

Whose dread command no man may shun, 
Varuna, sovran Lord is He. 

Onward, ye waters, onward hie, 

Dance in the bright beams of the sun, 

Obey the ruler of the sky 
Who dug the path for you to run. 

Flowing from the firmament... 
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A wooden bridge stands over the river just north to my home 
Colourful budding blooms start freshening up this garden 
as the willow by the water weaves itself a new coat 

The last winter rain recedes, awakening the insects in preparation for spring 
Embroidering greens and renewing reds 
on the tired stone pathways and old fences 

Oh it is so warm in the bed, children, I know it is hard to get up for school. 

They just want to feel the breeze and watch the butterflies frolick amongst the flowers 
Nature teaches us so much more than words from volumes of books! 

Waves in the river woke up *lovebirds (mandarin ducks) and lovers alike 
Laughters like bellchimes filled the air just outside of this wall 
As the sun sets they gently paddles the water to get home 
(*mandarin ducks in Chinese culture mean inseparable love) 

Oh springtime! This is the time to take a nap in the garden by the white wall 

Dreaming about the sweetness of olive flower congee 

Smelling the wonderful scents of green grass and leaves 

Tasting delicious green tea with tea leaves coiling like conchshells in the cup 

Soon this night is over as the stars and the moon fade into dawn 
The shy rays of the rising sun gently lit the sky and the water 
as the people start their day, washing their clothes in the river 
smoke rise from the chimneys as they prepare breakfast 

Soon the branches will be filled with leaves, and the swallows will return 

Soon the young people will visit and paint their new fans 

Soon life will be bustling by Taihu Lake 

and everyone in *Gusu will know that it is spring. 

(*Gusu district in China, also has the Gusu old city there, which is a tourist attraction) 



Las Amarillas 

Traditional Mexican 


Volaron las amarillas calandrias de los nopales 
Ya no cantaran alegres los pajaros cadernales 
A la tirana na na 
A la tirana na no 

Arboles de la ladera porque no han 
reverdecido 

Por eso calandrias cantan o las apachurra el 
nido 

Eres chiquita y bonita y asi como erse te 
quiero 

Paraces una rosita de las costas de Guerrero 


Todos dan su despedida pero como esta 
ningua 

Cuatro por cinco son veinte, tres por siete son 
veinte-uno 


The yellow calandras fly from the cactus 
No longer will the cardinals sing happily 
To the song na na 
To the song na no. 

Because the trees on the hillside have not 
come back to life 

For that the calandras will either sing or crush 
their nest 

You are small and beautiful and I love you just 
the way you are 

You are like a little rose from the coast of 
Guerrero 

Everybody has their own farewell, but there’s 
none like this one 

Four times five is twenty, three times seven is 
twenty-one. 


Take Me to the Water 

African-American Spiritual 
Additional words by Rollo Dilworth 

Take me to the water, take me to the sea 

Take me to the river, so that my spirit set me free 

Gonna lay my burdens down, down by the river side 

Gonna wade in the water, the water that flows both deep and wide. 

Gonna lay down my burden, down by the riverside. 

Gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside. 

Wade in the water, wade in the water children, 

Wade in the water, God’s gonna trouble the water. 



